THE HISTORY of SALMON on the WHITEADDER WATER
1679
“In 1679, the Lairds of Ninewells, Hilton, Borthwick, Moorhouse and other Scots gentlemen pulled down the dam at New Mills at the head of the Mayor’s Haugh on the plea that it prevented Salmon from getting into the upper waters of the Whiteadder, broke the doors and windows  of the Mill house, assaulted and hurt the tenant and carried off a lot of his goods......... 

1683
..........in May 1683, news having reached the Mayor from John Curry, of Eyemouth, the then tenant of the Mill, that the Lord Hume and other Scotch gentlemen in the neighbourhood had summoned their tenants to meet them at the dam for the purpose of again destroying it, the Guild ordered the Burgesses and inhabitants to go out and resist the Scotch. Mr. Wilson, who formed one of the party, tells us that a bell was rung and “in an hour’s time nigh three hundred people on horse and foot were gathered together, considerably armed with swords, pistols, firelocks, fowling pieces and other arms fit to resist the riot of the Scotch, and marched out to the New Mill with Mr. Mayor ...... and the Governor of the Garrison.... and the Sergeants with their halberds and the Constables with their staves going before them.”. They encamped at the Mill, remained three or four hours, but as the Scots did not appear they marched home again “without any engagement with the enemy” . Crossman W., 1890 : Address delivered to the Berwickshire Naturalists Club, at Berwick, October 8th, 1890. Proceedings of the Berwickshire Naturalists Club, 1890

1791
“The only river in the parish is Whitadder ..... Salmon and Sea-trout are sometimes found in it in summer. Prodigious numbers of them come up during the prohibited months for fishing, and lodge their spawn in the channel of the river. There is but too much reason to regret, that the inhabitants destroy them at that time, as it tends both to injure their own health, by making use of the fish in the weak and unhealthy state in which they then are, and is a great prejudice to the salmon-fishing in the river Tweed.” Old Statistical Account - Parish of Abbey St. Bathans


“One peculiarity is observed of the Blackadder, than no salmon can live in it; and if any happen to enter, which they seldom do, even in the spawning season, they are always found dead, a little way up from the mouth of the river, although the Whitadder, from whence they come into it, abounds with them from the Tweed, and carries them many miles above the place where it meets with the Blackadder. Every other stream in this country, communicating with the Tweed, has the salmon in great plenty during the season. The above-mentioned source (the mossy grounds of Longformacus), is commonly ascribed as the reason why that fish cannot frequent the river.” Old Statistical Account - Parish of Fogo


“From the Tweed, which abounds in fine salmon,  a great many of these fish get into the Whitadder, and in the months of September and October are found thirty miles up that river, passing into the small brooks among the hills in Lammermoor, till their backs are not covered, and their lodge their spawn among the gravel. No part of the Whitadder is rented, and the fishes are killed with the rod or lister”. Old Statistical Account - Parish of Dunse


“The river Whiteadder..... abounds in trouts, eels & c. And at certain seasons of the year, large quantities of Salmon and Salmon trouts, come up, which afford good sport to anglers, In spawning time, great numbers of Salmon go up the river, even almost to its source, to deposit their spawn”. Old Statistical Account - Parish of Mordington
1822-32
“Knows the Whitadder. Fished there from 1822-32. Caught very fine trout and sea trout ...... Fished a fortnight every Spring ....The sea trout used to run up the river then, and salmon as far as Abbey St. Bathans. Evidence of Sir Robert Christison. Buckland F., Walpole, S. & A. Young, 1880: Report on the Disease which has Recently Prevailed among the Salmon in the Tweed, Eden and other Rivers in England and Scotland. HMSO London

1841
“... Salmon never enter it (The Blackadder) ; or if they do, they die, it is said, in a few days”.. New Statistical Account : Parish of Fogo
1841
“In the months of September and October,  Salmon and Grilse in great numbers ascend the Whiteadder to its very source and all its tributary streams, even those that are inconsiderable - for the purpose of depositing their spawn in the gravel .... Though the  Whiteadder and the Blackadder unite their streams a few miles below Dunse .... Salmon is seldom known to enter the Blackadder, although at their junction there is no remarkable difference in size” New Statistical Account : Parish of Dunse
1841
“The Blackadder ... is the only river that runs through the parish. Advantage is taken of it for the purpose of working the machinery  of one fulling-mill, one lint-mill  and two common flour-mills” New Statistical Account : Parish of Greenlaw
1854
“This (Whitadder) is a much frequented river by North of England anglers, who find an abundance of sport in its waters.... The trout are numerous, though not of very good quality; and there is a fair sprinkling of salmon during the angling months”.  Blakey, R., 1854 : Angling; or, How to Angle,  and Where to go. Edited by  William Senior, 1898, George Routledge & Sons Ltd., London

1854
Having done your best, put on three good trout flies, and fish the river as far as the Blackweil….out of which you may take a basketfull of large trout and salmon, and sea trout, as the case may be. Knox, "Dr.", 1854 : Fish and Fishing in the Lone Glens of Scotland. G. Routledge & Co., London (p.116)

1854
“Salmon never ascend the Blackadder: the cause of this is quite unknown”. Knox, "Dr.", 1854 : Fish and Fishing in the Lone Glens of Scotland. G. Routledge & Co., London (p.122)

1865
“I omitted to say that the Whitadder affords some excellent salmon-casts....especially in the spring, before the waters become too low; and again capital grilse and whitling fishing in August and September, when those fish begin to ascend the rivers.”. Moffat, A.S., 1865 : The Secrets of Angling. Adam & Charles Black, Edinburgh.

-------------------------------------------------  Salmon disappear ------------------------------------------------
1880
George Muirhead, factor to several estates in Berwickshire - Has known the lower portion of the Whiteadder for nine years. It is chiefly a Bull-trout river and also has some common trout. Has never seen a Salmon in it. Buckland F., Walpole, S. & A. Young, 1880: Report on the Disease which has Recently Prevailed among the Salmon in the Tweed, Eden and other Rivers in England and Scotland. HMSO London

1885
“Indigenous in almost all salmon-rivers, sea-trout abound also in many streams where salmon are never seen; and even certain tributaries of the rivers which salmon frequent are inhabited by sea-trout alone. This is especially the case in the Whitadder, into which salmon never enter.” Webster, D., 1885 : The Angler and the Loop-rod. Wm Blackwood & Sons, Edinburgh & London.

1887
“Formerly the true Salmo salar frequented the Whiteadder, but during the last thirty years none of that species has been seen in it. It is now only frequented by Bull Trout”. Day, British and Irish Salmonidae

1889
Evidence of Mr. Donald Crawford : “4450 ... a little river called the Whiteadder, which is notoriously a trout stream, and into which bull trout struggle in the autumn over a great impediment. 4465 ...  and no Salmon proper, as far as I know, ever try to ascend it. What do try to go up it are bull trout, which are well known on the Tweed, but the river is essentially a trout river.” Anon., 1889 : Report from the Select Committee on Woods and Forests and Land Revenues of the Crown.  Henry Hansard & Son, London


1896
Evidence of Maj Gen Sir W. Crossman : 6165  : “........ There is another curious fact, that the salmon do not go to the Whiteadder.” Anon. 1896 ; Report of the Commission on the Tweed Fisheries : Part 1, Report, Map and Appendices. HMSO, London

1929
“The netsmen state that some Salmon go up the Whitadder very early in spring and again in the Autumn; but none between April and September”. Nall G. H. Fishery Board for Scotland  Salmon Fisheries 1929 No. V Sea-trout of the River Tweed. HMSO [ It may be relevant here that during the radio-tracking work of 1994-96, it was found that all the fish tagged before the end of March went in to the Whiteadder, whether they belonged to it or not, as shown by their subsequent movements]
1937
After considering an approach made to ease a cauld on the Blackadder, the RTC decided that the Blackadder and Whiteadder should be left as trout rivers. RTC Police Committee Minute Book No. 8, pages 269-272
1948
Allanton Cauld destroyed by a flood in August
19??
At some point, Salmon do start to ascend the Whiteadder again, but this has not yet been determined. It could have been after the great flood of 1948 which might have altered more caulds than just the one (Allanton) that it actually destroyed.

1990’s
Edington Cauld on the main channel breached and the Monynut and Dye waters opened up.

ELECTRIC FISHING SURVEYS OF THE WHITEADDER SHOWING THE RECOVERY IN DENSITIES OF JUVENILE SALMON SINCE ACCESS WAS IMPROVED

 (Excluding the Blackadder Water,  blocked till the mid 1990’s)

1988 
         7 sites, average Salmon Parr density of       1.3 per 100 m2   ( at 2 sites out of 7)

1996
same 7 sites, average Salmon Parr density of     15.9 per 100 m2   ( at 6 sites out of 7)

2000 
same 7 sites, average Salmon Parr density of     65.0 per 100 m2   ( at 7 sites out of 7)

ELECTRIC FISHING SURVEYS  OF THE BLACKADDER : Obstacles were eased in 1994 & 1996
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	Shaded column shows where and when the Blackadder was obstructed.


